LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER      231 From General Birney
United States Military Telegraph, 10 A. C., Oat. 1th, 1864, 6.45
To Col E. W. SMITH, .4. A. G.
THE enemy are driving in Kautz's pickets on Darby & Charles City Road. Cannot tell whether it is a large force or not.                                                  T^ T> T,
D. B. BlRNBY
From General Birney to General Butler
BY TELEGRAPH, 10 A. C , Oat. 7th, 1864
GENERAL KAUTZ is routed, and enemy are moving to my
rear & right.                                             -r\ -o r>
6                                            D. B. BIRNEY
From General Butter
Head Qra., Oat. 7th, 9 A.M.
Lt. Gen. GRANT, War Dept., WASHINGTON
AT 6.45 this morning the enemy have attacked and driven Kautz back, and are now advancing on our right toward the rear in strong force. They have just opened fire upon Fort Harrison.                                    BTTTLBBj Majt Gen>L Comd'g.
From General Butler to General Weiteel
Oat. 7th, 9.30 A M.
Do you see anything on the left that looks like a demonstration, or is it only mortar firing? If they are massing troops at all, this move on the right may be the feint, but I am inclined to think- not.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'L Comd'g.
From General Butler to General Birney
Head Qrs.. 9.45, Oct. 7th
I AM inclined to think- that the enemy, if they are in earnest on the right, will make the attack pretty far down toward New Market, so as to turn us if possible. A brigade of observers pretty well down might be well. What has become of Kautz? You say routed, I hope not as bad as that.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'L Comd'g.